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SOURCE: 

Mrs. MAIRONA MAZURO, 68 years old, high school education 
(Horodskoye Uchilishche) speaks: Byelorussian. Polish, Russian 
and Lithuanian. Mrs. MAZURO is mother- in- lav; of Dr* Joseph Sazyc 
of Detroit, 1307 Colton St. Tel: TO 6- 5924. 

Mrs. MAZURO arrived to Detroit on 24 November 1958 from 
Poland. She lived in Novogrodek Byelorussia and left Novogrodek 
for Poland in February 1957* 

Mrs. MAZURO was arrested by MVD in 1947 and deported to 
Kazakhstan, but after six month was axrsxiad released. She come back 
to Novogrodek and the house was given her back by Soviet Authority. 

(When she was arrested the house was taken away). Her release was due 
to the help of a colonel who lived in her house for about Wo months 
in 1945 in the Fall. The wife of the colonel leaving Novogrodek left 
the Moscow address and Mrs. MAZURO wrote her from Kazakhstan about 
her fate. 

Mr. VINCENT MAZURO husband of Mrs. MAZURO was arrested on 
5 August 1946 and released from prison in October 1954-, he died on 
21 November 1956* 

In the time from 1944 to February 1957 Mrs. MAZURO lived in 
Novogrodek (except when she was in Kazakhstan), her principal income 
was from speculation and boarding of the Soviet Army Officers till 
1955. Mrs. MAZURO travelled a lot all over Byelorussia, first to find 
her husband and than to help hijn with food, which she tried always to 
deliever personnally. J 2-3 

1. Mr. KOSTIUK 

On (between) 20 and 26 of August 1954 (the date is controversial, 
see note below) in the afternoon arrived at Mrs. MAZURO house on 
Sienna Street in Novogrodek, on motorcyile (MK “72) with side“car 
an officer of the Soviet Army with the rank of Major and asked her 
about a room for him. 
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Mrs. MAZURO ansv/ered that at present there is no room avail- 
able, but he may come back after few days, because one of the 
officers will leave the City. At that time Mrs. MAZURO had three 
officers on board ( two regular leutnants and one surgeon-officer) • 

The face of the Major seemed to Mrs. MAZURO familiar one, 
hox/ever, she did not remember to lcnow him. The Major asked her about 
the husband and her children. From the way of puting questions and 
his posture she deducted that he must be not a comuon Soviet Officer, 
to her it seemed that he knows a lot about her family, (this, she 
may have revoked after having learned later who he was). The Major left 
her house promising to come later, but he never come again. 

Ac char cine, August“depc9J.:Dcr 195S in the province of Novo- 
grodek there were manoeuvres staged by Soviet Army. Mrs. MAZUR u 
said that there passed through Novogrodek many military units ( more 
than in the war) with heavy equipment. This is her personal opinion. 

The Soviet Officers who lived in Mrs. MAZURCi's house talked, 
as well as everybody in the city, that the American parachutists 
have wounded Commander in Chief of the manoeuvres Marshal TIMOSHENKO , 
killed some high ranking officers and many wounded. These occured 
as Mrs. MAZURO said two days after the visit of the Major. There were 
in Novogrodek and all province a real panic among Soviet Officers, 
because some of them noticed that the principal shooter was a Major 
and the Soviet Authority (Military) put under arrest all majors and 
thoroughly investigated. All officers of the Army were suspicious. 

Mrs. MAZURO saw Marshal TIMOSHENKO when he was brought to 
Novogrodek, he wa s heavily guarded as well the all city was strongly 
patrolled. 

In the Fall of 195^ Mrs. MAZURO called a carpenter to repair 
windows in her house, and it happened that the carpenter was an uncle 
of Mr. KOSTIUK from Zdanovichy village. The carpenter told her that 
it was his nephew KOSTIUK who visited her. Here Mrs. MAZURO recalled 
the visit arkfl earned who it was, up to now she only suspected that 
the Mojor maybe^one of the parachutists. 

The carpenter confirmed the story she heard before or knew, 
and told her that Mr. KOSTIUK was arrested in Baranovichy at the 
end of September 195*+ and executed. Later on the lady- teacher from 
Zdanovichy visited_her ( Hie teacher was in love with Mr. KOSTIUK) 
and told that KOSTIUK lived some time in the village. 

The wife of dr f Komarovsky (friend of Mrs. MAZURu) who was 
in Baranovichy at the time of process and execution of Mr. KOSTIUK, 
told Mrs. MAZURO that the Soviets staged show process in which 
KOSTIUK comported himself heroically. Mr. KOSTIUK told in the courts 
you will kill me, but the people will rise up and liberate himself 
from communist slavery. I die but in my place come thousands, etc. etc. 
When he was conducted, according to Mrs. KCKAROWSKY through city of 
Baranovichy to execution KOSTIUK shouted ‘'Long live free Byelorussia" 
“Dead to Bolshevism" etc. etc. The show- process and execution was 
a complete failure, because people was in sympathy with him and many 
cried'. 

The officers who lived in the house of Mrs. MAZURO often 
talked about KOSTIUK and the other man who surrendered himself to 
the MVD, that he is pardonned and studied in the University of Minsk. 
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My question: If you remember the name of the man who surrendered 
himself to the MVD? Mrs. MAZURO could not remember it, however, when 
I suggested that it may be Mr. ARCIUSHEWSKY, she said yes now I remem- 
ber. About others Mrs. MAZORO heard absolutely nothing. 

Question: Did you read sbout the American parachutists in some 
newspaper, for instance in “Korns omolslcaya Pravda"? 

Ansver: I did not read, but my friends who read it told me that 
in 1956 there was another parachuted group who partly was captured. 

I (LAUNAIS) tried to connect Mr. KOSTIUK with this group, but 
Mrs. MAZURO insisted and is convinced that it was another group 
parachuted. 

In Mrs. MAZURO opinion: The feeling in small circle of her friends 
was negative (angry) at the Americans for sending men for sure dead, 
because they could not do much. The same feeling was in general after 
peopled have read the "Komsomolskaya Pravda", but that hind of feeling, 
in first and in second case, was only at the beginning, after some 
reflection the feeling was friendy towards Americans and understanding, 
with proud that there are men who fight for freedom and liberation, 
and later the feeling become hate toward the communists and Russians. 

Observation: Mrs. MAZURO was difficult to remember names and 
dates and while nar a ting she often jumped from one subject to another. 

I had difficulty to establish the date* of Mr. KOSTIUK' s visit to her 
House. According to her family life, I established that it was 1954. 
(Her husband come home soon after). However she insists that there 
we re no manoeuvres at all at this time, but the Soviets pushed the 
Army to Poland and East Germany, because there was an uprising in 
Berlin, (the uprising occured in East Berlin in June 1953)* 

One more act. may be connected to the activity of Mr. KOSTIUK, 
about which Mrs. 'MAZURO told. She heard the conversation injLate 
Spring 1954 of the Officers who were boarding in her house/ that the 
food was poisoned in one of the caldron and that many soldiers died 
in the Military barracs 3 km. from Novogrodek near the Skrydlevo 
village. And that after investigation and analysis of the food it 
was established that the poison must be American, because such kind 
is not produced in the USSR. 
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2# BROADCASTINGS FROM THE WEST 



Mr s* HAZURO told that in general people in Novogrodek and 
province listen to broadcastings from the West, Not many of Byelo- 
russians own good radio-receivers, but some of them have special 
made receivers with the anthenas set deep in the we 11s, Those who 
hear programs from the West tell the news to their friends, thus 
almost mayority of population know the contents of the broadcastings# 
Listening to the West broadcasts is an political offence and if 
the man who listens, is discovered, will be arrested and persecuted, 
therefore the people who wants to hear ’Western programs usually 
owns two radio-receivers , one is officially known to everybody and 
the other one is clandestine. There is at least one redio-receiver , 
clandestine in every village. In the cities tfctee are much more# 

The Soviet jamming of the broadcasts is effective, may be only 
in 50 o/o, because some times they hear very clear and another time 
they can not understand a word due to the noice caused by the jamming# 
Mrs. MAZURO could indentify only the broadcastings of the 
"Voice of America 11 , any other program they hear, they automatically 
think it is "Voice of America" or in general they- say " the American 
radio said this and that". 

truest ioa: In what languages did you hear the programs or you 
know that some your ftiends heard? 

Answer: I have listened several times, at my friend^ because I 
dfrat not owned the receiver, to the program in Russian language, and 
one I liked particularly it was a religious program on Eastern Holyday, 
but I know that my friends have listened in Polish, Byelorussian 
and Czech# Mrs. MAZURO continued: the best we would like and could 
much better understand the programs in our own language, the Byelor 
russian, but the programs in Byelorussian people could catch very 
seldom, and "Voice of America" did not broadcast in Byelorussian 
at all, for that reason many were angry at the Americans, because 
they like Poles before and like Russians now, still consider us 
Byelorussians unimportant (her word "nievashnymi") # 

Opinion: Deducting from the above the people in Novogrodek 
could hear besides the "Voice of America", broadcastings of "Radio 
Liberation" and "Free Europe", and that the Byelorussian language 
is an important factor which should be not neglected. 

The listening to Western broadcasts was very popular and common 
after the dead of Stalin, because of political relaxation till the 
Uprising in Hungary# In this time and later there were, agitation, 
expectation and exitement that something have to happen, because the 
American would help the Hungarians and other nations to liberate 
themselves, what it would mean the destruction of communism# But 
nothing happened - people remained disappointed and angry at the 
Americans for their’ easy giving up. Generally people said that the 
Americans do not want to fight the communism, and naturally they will 
never help us Byelorussians to reestablish our independence# Therefore 
many destroyed clandestine receivers and do not want to run the risk 
to be discovered and punished. 



# 7 Page 5 




Regarding the listening of Westerns broadcasts, Krs. MAZURO told: 
that the Post Office clerk in Wsielub ( 12 km from Novogrodek) who was 
in charge of the "Radiofoniclinaya tochka" that is of the central 
receiver, which is connected to all loudspeakers of private homes. 

The clerk, at one night wanted to listen to the "Voice of America 11 
program, but somehow he forgot to disconnect the loudspeakers, thus 
everybody who owned the loudspeaker heard with him the "Voice of America” 
broadcast. Few days lated the KVD arrested the Post office clerk, and 
convicted him for 2? years of concentration camp. 

o 



Mr. Khrushchev was expecting the American visitors at his Office. 
Hie orderly come in and said: "Comrad Khrushchev your pants are not 
ironed well 11 ~ Khrushchev asked “ how do you kiaow? "The Voice of America 
said so 11 the orderly answered. 
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rule is applied to the reservists when they are called for retraining* 

d/ When Mrs. KAZUro was leaving Novogrodek, she visited many 
friends to say good-bye. The friendaknew that she intends later 
to go to America, so they told heri M You go to the President 
Eisenhower and tell him about everything - and that he shall not 
deal with the Communists, but destroy them as soon as possible, 
because waiting long may be too late and the America might be 
destroyed instead 14 • These are literal* her own words. 
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Informations The city of liovogrodek W the population before 
the war in 1939 about 12.000. During first Soviet occupation 
1939 “ 1941 there were about 16.000 population. During German 
occupation 1941*1944 about 7*000 to 8.000. Present population 
is not known, but my estimate is about 10.000. 



After Germans. Byelorussian looal admlnisttiDicn and Byelorussian 
Units left Novogroaek, among them X was almost the last one. on 7 
July 1944, the Soviet Army come to tfovogrodek on 8 July 1944 in the 
afternoon. Die Army kept a strict order, no shootings, no plunderings 
At the same time come in the partisans. The unit called "Klokau 
a trad* tobkfc the charge of the City, liicka kept strict order and 
was anti-seal tic. Later on moved in the KVD and administration, 
always keeping order, and at the sumo time they started to gather 
the 
some 

who had had some business with Germans or Byelorussian National 
adninistarplon. All or. 1 os ted and deported received 10 years sentence. 

After serving the term many come back, but many of them could 
not survive the hardship and hunger in camps and died. Of couse 
some v/ere processed and executed in i.'ovogrodek. Among executed 
I'x s. KAZ03G named Kr. ''ai.ucevich and Dslakovicb. J-any deported 
cone back after the dead of Stalin due tb the amnesthy* 

Economically the worst yatrs were to survive 1944 “1947, only 
in 194b the Soviets started to organise economical life, e.i. to 
open stores and brine manufactured goods. 

Now b'ovogrodek is quite rebuild. She electricity i3 supplied by 
power station at ^aranovicliy ( 60 km from XovogrodelO without 
restriction. In 19*+6 the dovlct started to put the sower in the city. 
-'here is rebuild the hi&.ievich i.ouco - ..usoum and build new bij 
hotel, for turists, who cane ostly from Poland. In the center 
the Soviets erected a "••er.criul Board" • kovo^rodek lias 2 restaurants. 
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and admini start ion. 

In Novogrodek there is one Movie picture te*£her and li 004 ^ 
were are dances and meetings. 

The Military barracs are 3 to from city near Skrydlevo village, 
they are enlarged, and there are plenty of units with some Generals 
at the co^iand* Till 1956 the officers (married) were allowed to 
live in the city ( Mrs. KAZUKO had always them on board) but since 

1956 nobody is allowed to have rooms in the city. At present they all 

live in housqj near barracs, specially bui# for them in total£28 . 
houses. I ' 

Th^fprices* The average worker earning in 1956 was 700.00 rublesV 
Veal meat 7*00 rubles a kg v lard 13*00 rubles a kg v Sugar 9 rubles 
a leg.* Flour 5*00 rubles a kg. ; Shoes pair from 250 to 300 rubles. 

Suit x.200 . 00 rubles to 2.500.00 rubles^ Gasoline 40 kopeek a litre, 

freely sold. 
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RE ACTIVITY OF BYELORUSSIANS IN THE US 



Mrs. MAZUR 0 was often called to the MVD to give some information 1 
about her children ( George Kazuro. Vara Kazuro at present Mrs. Sazyc, 
tatjana Mazuro at present Mrs, Zylik all living in Detroit). 

The MVD mostly acke^why they (her Children) do not come home. 

Mrs. MAZURt- always said that her children were alv/ays disobedient 
so she also now can not help. The MVD asked K* s. KAZURO several times 
about Mr. BORIS RAGULA and ZINA RAGULA I Cousin of B. RAGULA) . 

Once the KVD asked Mrs. MAZURO to go to Poland and find ZINA 
RAGULA, giving her a ni escort and plenty of money. Mrs. MAZURO 
refused to do, motivating that she is to old and too stupid to do 
such delicate job, instead of, v/ent to Poland Mr. JOSEPH HUKO, who 
however could not find ZINA RAGULA. 

Mr. JOSEPH HUKO was a sergeant in the Latalion 65 stationed 
in Kovogrodek. He was lost in an ambush betveen Kovogrodek and Wsielub' 
early in 19M* and everybody believed he v/as dead, but now according 
to Mrs. MAZURO he works with the MVD. * 

In the Fall in 1957 the MVD in Novcigrodek called in Mrs. j^athryna 
MAZURO, wife of DANIEL MAZURO the eldestjson Mrs. MAZURO, who are 
living at present in Poland, and the MVD again inquired about 
Mr. George KAZURO, but KATHRYHA MAZURO could tel*. practically nothing, 
so the MVD in turn told her that they know ab<nfc GEORGE MAZURO and 
his activity in the United States: that he took part in the Congress 1 
of 3yelorussian“American Association in New York and was a candidate 
for the president. 

Really Kr. George MAZURO was a delegate ic the Congress of 
Byelorussian" American Association and was a candidate for the 
president in 1955 on Decoration Day - end of May. 

6. MISCELLANEOUS 

1. The Beria Case: Fev; months before Lavrenti Beria was arrested, 

there come an order to all landlords and superintendents of state 
houses to register all tenants who come from other Soviet Republics, 
specially from Russian, because they will go where they come* from, 

and their posts will be filled up by Byelorussians. The Russians v/ho 1 
had good administaative posts become panicy, and wandered what it will 
be, and what they v/ill do returning hone. But nothing ha spend more, 1 
Boria was soon arrested and executed, and everything become quite. 

2. The J ewish Plot Case; Mrs. MAZURO asserts that there were a 
real Jewish Doctors Plot, because arter the arrest of eleven Doctors 
mostly Jewish, all drugstores remained closed for two weeks . In No“ 
vogrodek there are two grugs tores which remained closed for two weceks, 
during which tine all medclne vac checked and analj^fcd, than the 
drugstores were reopened. 
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